
L O U I S I A N A     S O C C E R    A S S O C I A T I O N 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Sunday, March 22, 2015 @ 1:00 pm 

Baton Rouge, LA 
 

Minutes 
 

Attendance 
 Sean Esker, President 
 Charlie Freel, Vice President-Youth 
 Dee Flint, Youth Competitive Commissioner 
 Grant Guthrie, Youth Recreational Commissioner (by phone) 
 Elizabeth Marschall, Adult Women’s Commissioner 
 Jeff Brignac, Member-At-Large (Even) 
 Bill Rushing, SRC Chairman (by phone) 
 Mark Godwin, Director of Coaching (Non-Voting) 
 Tucker Reynolds, Executive Director (Non-Voting) 
  

 CALL TO ORDER 
The Meeting was called to order at 1:07 PM on Sunday, March 22, 2015 by LSA President Sean Esker. 
 

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting of January 10, 2015 were presented and reviewed. A Motion to 
Approve the Minutes as present was made by Dee Flint and seconded by Jeff Brignac. There being no opposition 
to the Motion, the Minutes of the January 10, 2015 Executive Committee Meeting were approved as presented. 
 

 REPORTS 
a. President 

o US Soccer mandates re: birth years, small-sided games and field sizes. The Committee met in early 
March and we are expecting to hear definitive plans from US Soccer in May. Two (2) year phase-in 
period is possible, but the definition of phase-in is unclear. There has been a suggestion that U8 going 
to 7 v7 from 4v4 was a bit strange.  Discussion whether LSA will be bound by new US Soccer 
guidelines. Dee Flint questions how strictly LSA must be in demanding compliance. Charlie Freel 
suggested LSA must be adamant about compliance.  Charlie Freel shared experience with small-sided 
games. Discussion of logistics involved in implementing the changes including goal sizes. Discussion of 
how these parameters are a reflection of a world-wide trend and the increased power given to the 
National Coaching Staff in implementing these changes. 

o US Club Soccer is significantly increasing registration fees for 2015-16. Discussion of Louisiana 
Directors League. Charlie Freel disclosed rumor that eight (8) clubs in Louisiana are moving to the new 
league and concerns that the new league would cause conflicts in scheduling for LSA players and their 
families. Sean Esker read portions of the communication sent from the league organizers indicating 
the intent of the league was to supplement play in LCSL, not to replace it. Jeff Brignac shared the 
importance of the restructuring of the LCSL to bring consistency using the requirement that RPL 
teams play in the LCSL as an example.   

o Discussion of the soccer culture in Louisiana and how LSA meets threats by club threats to leave LSA 
to play US Club Soccer and their fear of change. 

o Discussion of Policy changes and how they are perceived and dealt with by the Competitive 
Committee. Question whether people take the time to read proposed changes before acting on them. 
Also a discussion about the inconsistencies in philosophies of club representatives.  

 
 



b. Treasurer 
o Jeff Moyle intended to attend, but was unable to attend as there was a sudden death in his family 

that morning.  
 

c. Vice-President – Youth 
o Competitive Meeting. 16 clubs present and 43% of votes present. Changes made in Committee 

operation including staying within the parameters of the powers of the Committee. 
o Risk Management Committee. Issues handled without appeals. 
o FC NOLA complaint concerning release of players. Clarification of why LSA has refused to sign off on 

Requests for Release. LSA Policy mirrors US Youth Soccer policy. Administration of requests for 
releases and adherence to LSA Policy.  

o Potential Hall of Fame nominees. Charlie Freel suggested Bob Abbott. 
o Discussion of LSA Policy pertaining to play-in games.  
o The effectiveness of the Competitive Committee and numerous team and club specific issues that had 

been communicated to members of the Executive Committee was revisited. 
 

d. Youth Competitive Commissioner 
o Review of the Competitive Committee meeting. 
o Logistics in how Policy Amendments should be presented to the Competitive Committee.  
o Competitive Committee meeting scheduled for April 7th to discuss LCSL scheduling. 
 

e. Vice-President – Adult 
o Report submitted. 

 
f. Adult Men’s Commissioner 

o Report submitted. 
 

g. Adult Women’s Commissioner 
o No report 

 
h. Chairman of State Referee Committee 

o Report submitted. 
 

i. Director of Coaching 
o US Soccer on-line coaching education courses. Registrations must be through  
o Impact of US Soccer granting no equivalency for NSCAA courses. Regardless of NSCAA coaching 

education status, a coach must start at the F-License because US Soccer is the only FIFA approved. 
NSCAA courses are offered in state because there are a number of NSCAA course offerings that are 
more realistic and impactful. 

o Licensing equivalency is observed for purposes of LCSL coaching requirements, but the US Soccer 
mandate of starting at the F-License will be strictly observed. There is an exception for players with 
four or more years of experience at the international level.  

o Discussion of licensing course requirements including the incorporation of practical coaching 
experience in the licensing process. Advancement in D-License curriculum to areas beyond traditional 
coaching topics. 

o ODP – West Ham United trip is being promoted. ODP scheduling will improve because LCSL scheduling 
is now in-house. Alternate trip for younger age groups – going to No. Texas Friendlies in early June. 

o Discussion of British Soccer involvement in Louisiana. The referee clinic being offered was disclosed to 
US Soccer and the NSCAA who is partnered with British Soccer. 

o ODP schedule is published before the beginning of the fall season. 
o ODP list of player priorities, ODP payment plan and tryout issues. 
o Discussion of philosophy and treatises pertaining to young players and how to introduce them 



competition. Example was a Houma-Terrebonne tournament that gave away trophies at the U8 level. 
j. Executive Director 

o Report submitted. 
o Brief description of the SCAC Meeting and distribution of the SCAC Report. 
o Reasons to hold AGM in August were to hold it after the US Youth Soccer AGM in Tulsa, OK and to 

enable LSA to use the AGM as a time to collect Letters of Intent so LCSL scheduling can be 
accomplished by mid-August. 

o Discussion of dividing soccer years in half so older players in a given birth year play together and the 
younger players do as well. 

 
 POLICY PROPOSALS 

Motion was made by Charlie Freel to accept all of the Policy Amendments for discussion purposes. The 
Motion was seconded by Dee Flint. There being no opposition, the Motion PASSED. 

o LSA Policy Manual – State Select Program. There being no opposition the Motion to accept the Policy 
Amendment PASSED. 

o Policy 201 – 100% Registration. There being no opposition the Motion to accept the Policy 
Amendment PASSED. 

o Policy 204.11 – Members Not in Good Standing.  Letter from Peter Didier of Covington Youth Soccer 
was read in opposition. Motion was amended by restoring the term “Not in Good Standing” but to 
accept the other changes as presented. There being no opposition the Motion to accept Policy 
amendment as revised PASSED.  

o Policy 206.1 and Policy 206.2 Affiliation Fees.  Written comments from the Zeb Winstead, Chairman of 
the Rules Committee, were read. There being no opposition the Motion to accept the Policy 
Amendment PASSED. 

o Policy 206.3 – Not in Good Standing Fees. Motion was amended by restoring the term “Not in Good 
Standing” but to accept the other changes as presented. There being no opposition the Motion to 
accept Policy amendment as revised PASSED.   

o Policy 209.1.1 and Policy 313.3.6 – Financial Aid. There being no opposition the Motion to accept the 
Policy Amendment PASSED.   

o Policy 302.9.2 – Competitive Team Tryouts. Comment from Michael Ritch of Lafayette/CSC in favor 
and written comment from Peter Didier from Covington in opposition were shared. Charlie Freel 
related that the members of the Competitive Committee meeting felt there should be no change in 
the “Dead Period” Policy. A change to the Amendment was proposed to change subsection e. to the 
“…4th Friday following the commencement of the Tryout Period…” The issues concerning tryout 
notifications during Southern Regionals and maintaining a period of time so that clubs can accomplish 
administrative duties regarding Tryouts were addressed and offered as a change to the Policy 
Amendment. A Motion was made by Dee Flint and seconded by Jeff Brignac to accept the Policy 
Amendment as changed. PASSED 5 – 1.  

o Policy 302.9.2.3 – Age Limit to Play on Competitive Team. Discussion concerning the age at which 
players should be able to play Competitive soccer. Comment emailed from Bert Dejoie of FC NOLA 
was read in opposition to the proposed Amendment. VOTE 2 in favor, 3 against MOTION FAILS. 

o Policy 311.4.3 – Competitive League Club Pass Players – The Policy Amendment was different from 
the Policy Amendment proposed in January with changes to address concerns raised by the 
membership at the Mid-year Meeting in January. There being no opposition the Motion to accept the 
Policy Amendment PASSED.  

o Policy 311.5.1.1 Competitive League – Games in Tournaments. This Policy Amendment came from 
many member clubs so as to provide opportunities to play LCSL games in a tournament so as to avoid 
duplicating a game unnecessarily. There being no opposition the Motion to accept the Policy 
Amendment PASSED.  

o Policy 311.5.6.3 – Spring League (U13) - There being no opposition the Motion to accept the Policy 
Amendment PASSED. 



o Policy 311.5.7 – Regional Premier League Teams - There being no opposition the Motion to accept the 
Policy Amendment PASSED. 

o Policy 311.6.1.5 - Competitive League – Less than 3 Referees. There being no opposition the Motion 
to accept the Policy Amendment PASSED. 

o Policy 311.6.5 - Competitive League – Protests and Appeals. Peter Didier’s email comments in 
opposition to the amendment were read.  VOTE 3 in favor, 2 against MOTION PASSES. 

o Policy 312.9.3 – State Tournament – Game Cancellation. There being no opposition the Motion to 
accept the Policy Amendment PASSED. 

o Policy 313 – Olympic Development Program. Discussion concerning the requirement to attend at least 
one ODP tryout. Language was proposed for 313.5.5. There being no opposition with the changed 
language as proposed MOTION PASSES. 

o Policy 313.8 – Olympic Development Program Player Priorities. Discussion in rearranging the priorities 
1-7 to accommodate concerns raised at the Competitive Committee Meeting and from various 
conversations with club personnel.  

 

 OLD BUSINESS 
 No Old Business was on the Agenda and none was discussed. 
 

 NEW BUSINESS  
o Appointment of Grant Guthrie as Youth Recreational Commissioner – Grant Guthrie has volunteered 

to finish out the term of the Youth Recreational Commissioner. He has experience in after school 
programs. Focus will include Kohls Cup, Recreational State Cup, TOPSoccer, Inner-city programs. 
There being no opposition, Grant Guthrie was appointed. 

o Fee for Play-in Games. MOTION by Charlie Freel that a team that does not win a state tournament 
play-in game gets refunded $300.00 of its $600.00 entry fee. Motion was seconded by Jeff Brignac. 
There being no opposition the Motion PASSED. 

o LCSL Rescheduling – Expanding the Season. Due to rainouts throughout the early portion of the 
season. Guidance was sought in how LSA could and should ease rescheduling requirements. 

o Restructure of State Tournament Analysis – Tucker Reynolds reviewed the Report and the financial 
impact of restructuring state tournaments. Discussion about making State Cup more elite and perhaps 
holding finals in a university stadium. Discussion about the sliding scale of fees for LCSL and the state 
tournaments and how one or both should or could be changed. 
 

 FOR THE GOOD OF THE GAME 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
  



State Referee Committee Report 
Mar 22, 2015 

 At this time, our registration numbers are low (900 vs the normal 1300) but standard for this time.  After 

High School, numbers pick up very quickly.  Weekly updates of registered referees go to the assignors on a 

weekly basis.   

 

 Summer Meeting – Referee Session – Tentatively scheduled for the referee clinic is Paul Scott, former 

FIFA, National Instructor and National Assessor. 

 

 State Cup 

o State cup clinic has gone online with the state cup quiz.  The primary reason for this is to ensure 

that all referees working state cup have been advised of rules and procedures as they relate 

specifically to this event.  The clinic was produced by the SRC with input from LSA Staff, Charlie 

Freel and Dee Flint. 

 If interested, clinic and test is here (anyone has access to the information) 

 http://www.playlouisianasoccer.org/referees/state_championships/  

o Assignments for all games to once again be managed through the SRC; the State Games Assignor 

Mike Silver with assistance from Tim Chiasson and Bill Rushing. 

o As a reminder, the center spots typically will not be from the city/location of either team in the 

game 

o The schedule of Tournament referees is handled by State Director of Assessment, Dave Busekist.  

This is in progress.   

o Request to LSA and schedule creators that before final schedules are released, the SRC has a 

chance to review in order to suggest changes that will maximize referee efficiency during events. 

 

 Jose Cordova, Tim Chiasson and Dave Busekist are attending the USSF workshop for SRAs, SDAs and SDIs 

this weekend 

 

 SRC will be sending Tim Chiasson and Mike Silver to the USSF State Instructor Clinic in order to become 

state instructors.  We currently only have 2 of these.  Tim is required to be a state Instructor as SDI. 

 

 SRC is determining who we will send to the USSF State Assessor clinic this year.  We have not sent anyone 

in several years and badly in need of some additional state assessors.  As an example, we have only one in 

N.O., one in BR to cover the entire SE of the state.  Likely we will send 4 this year. 

 

 In accordance with the USSF Directives, we have appointed a SYRA (State Youth Referee Administrator).  

Jennifer Politz has accepted the position.  We did have this position in the past but because of our pool 

size of referees, we eliminated this position years ago.  Since we are required to have this position, Sean 

Esker appointed her to fill the role. We are modifying the job assignment a little to suit her goals and the 

programs she has initiated in Baton Rouge.  We are asking her to take on an educational role with young 

referees.  That would reach referees who are young in their career (not age) and those working the youth 

games.  She will also assist Jose Cordova in his SRA duties as a resource for referees seeking registration 

information in the south part of the state.  Being in BR, the state Referee Committee now has a 

representative in Monroe, Alexandria, Lafayette, BR, New Orleans, Hammond and Covington 

 

http://www.playlouisianasoccer.org/referees/state_championships/


 Finally, there is a rumor that a group (Challenge Soccer) is doing referee clinics outside of the SRC.  We are 

working to understand what is transpiring, who is doing it, USSF Policy etc.  More on this topic, I’m sure 

will be forthcoming as we gain information.   



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
March 22, 2015 

 

SCAC 
The Soccer Culture Advisory Council had its first meeting on Tuesday, March 3rd. The topic was “Should We 
Restructure Louisiana State Tournaments?” The discussion was open, frank and in depth. It was devoid of club 
politics and club/team self-interest. Perspectives from all members were appreciated, discussed and given equal 
weight. The members are… 
 

Cassidy Bo Baton Rouge SA Executive Director 

Godwin Mark Louisiana Soccer Director of Coaching  

Landry Brent Livingston Parish SA President 

Lazaroe Ryan Slidell Youth SC Director of Coaching 

McCormick Gary CABOSA United Executive Director 

Poklemba Jeremy Crossroads SA Director of Operations 

Reynolds Tucker Louisiana Soccer Executive Director 

Ritch Michael Lafayette YSA/CSC Executive Director 

Rushing Bill LSA Referee Committee Chairman 

Shenton Paul St. Charles Soccer League Director of Coaching 

Smith Arron STYSA President 

Smothermon Louie LA Fire Juniors Director of Coaching 

 
Every person who requested a seat on the SCAC was given one. Our next meeting is March 31st in Lafayette. The 
Topic is “Thinking Beyond Our Borders” and will focus on how we can all work to provide our players and 
programs with more global soccer experiences. Two players will be guests of the Council so we can get their 
perspectives as well. 

 
INNER-CITY INITIATIVES 
I met with Michael Vaughan Cherubin, US Soccer Foundation Programs Coordinator, at the NSCAA Convention 
and attended a seminar at which he was the Moderator. US Soccer Foundation has been trying to establish Soccer 
for Success program in New Orleans, but has met with little success. They are in other cities (e.g. Chicago, New 
York, Boston and Los Angeles) and have not faced the issues they are facing in New Orleans anywhere else. At the 
convention I also spoke with Executive Director of Colorado Rapids Youth Soccer, Stephanie Gabbert, a friend 
from my Region 1 days. Stephanie has a long history of running successful outreach programs and gave me 
invaluable guidance. Finally, I met with Alex Bard and Zach Riggle of US Soccer Foundation in New Orleans in 
February. They spent several days speaking with numerous programs in the New Orleans area. They described 
landscape in New Orleans as “fractured”.  
 
US Soccer Foundation’s Soccer for Success is an after-school program. It is run 12 weeks in the fall and 12 weeks in 
the spring. 3 -75 min sessions a week. They have 4 core targets: childhood obesity, nutrition, mentorship and 
family education. They use physical fitness measurable to gage the success of each program. They rely on existing 
organizations to implement programs in each city (e.g. America Scores). 
 
US Soccer Foundation is looking for one organization to act as the oversight organization in New Orleans. LSA has 
committed to providing Coaching Education 4-5 days a year and to provide some peer oversight on the soccer 
coaching side of the program. 
 
I will be attending the US Soccer Foundation Workshop in Washington DC the weekend of April 16-19. 
 



 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
We have scheduled the Annual General Meeting for the first weekend in August. The primary purpose for doing 
so was to schedule our AGM after that of US Youth Soccer. This will permit LSA to disseminate decisions and votes 
made at the US Youth Soccer meeting to our membership. The second reason we wanted to bump the AGM two 
weeks is to enable us to use the AGM as a place and time at which we can collect Letters of Intent for the LCSL. 
The ultimate goal is to be able to generate the schedule for the LCSL in a more timely manner and without the 
need to compensate staff for an extra week of pay over the course of Labor Day weekend. This same type of 
process was used to schedule invitational tournaments at the Midyear Meeting with tremendous success.  
 

BOOKKEEPER 
We interviewed 2 LSU Accounting students for the part time bookkeeping position. Both we academically 
impressive, but their references were not. We are still looking. The position has been advertised on our website 
and was posted in our last e-Newsletter, but we have received no applications other than the 2 LSU students. 
 

E-NEWSLETTER 
Our e-Newsletter and use of our e-Blast capabilities are becoming very useful tools. We have published an e-
Newsletter each month since September. The circulation is over 10,600. We are averaging 4,000 “opens” per 
publication. This means more than 12% of our membership is receiving communications from LSA that they did 
not receive before. We are also averaging 280 “click-throughs” for each e-Newsletter. This means the e-
newsletter is driving members to our website and, more importantly, to our partners.  
 

WEBSITE 
Our continuing efforts to develop the LSA website are paying off. The website is slowly becoming a destination 
and a source for answers as opposed to calling the office. In the past 6 months the nimber of session per month 
has increased from 10,000 to over 15,000 and the number of pageviews increased from 37,000 to more than 
48,000. In the past month we had 5,514 new users as opposed to 4410 total users 6 months ago. Executive 
Committee members ought to use and become familiar with the website and drive people to it – especially 
potential sponsors, partners or advertisers. 
 

PLAY LOUISIANA SOCCER – TOURS AND TOURNAMENTS 
I am developing programs calculated to enhance Louisiana as a soccer destination. To that end, I applied for a 
Competitive Grant from the Louisiana Office of Tourism. While I do not expect to win a grant, the application 
process has opened a number of doors. I have commitments from ODP programs and clubs to travel to Louisiana 
for both tournaments and tours. This will enhance the soccer experience of our players, assist in player 
development and introduce our players and their families to the notion that there is a soccer life beyond our 
borders. 
 
 
 

 


